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HAPPINESS HEALTH HOPE

Hi, we would like to tell you few thing 
about our organization - Larger than Life

Every year, more than 1000 children in Israel are 
diagnosed with cancer. Due to the grim diagnosis of 
the disease, hospitalization and treatments, the children 
and their families face many emotional, functional 
and economic challenges, including: anxiety, despair, 
confusion, lack of information and the ability to prioritize, 
fatigue, isolation, dealing with institutions and logistical 
organization of the family, purchasing pharmaceutical 
drugs, finding financial support when the parent’s income 
is affected, and more. After the hospitalization period, 
when the children return home, the families deal with 
challenges such as reintegration into their own lives 
combined with the routine of monitoring and treatments.

To make it easier to deal with these challenges, the non-
profit organization Larger than Life was founded in 2000, 
with the aim of improving the quality of life and wellbeing 
of children with cancer and their families, all over the 
country, regardless of religion, gender and nationality.
Our vision is to support children with cancer and their families 
from diagnosis to recovery, and to bring about a significant 
change in the lives of the children and their families by creating 
joyful experiences while continuing to improve the quality 
of care and medical conditions for the children. Since it was 
founded, Larger than Life has helped more than 15,000 
children to cope with cancer, through activities that focus 
on three areas: happiness, health and hope.

We operate an emotional and 
social support for children with 
cancer and their families. Our 
activities give them moments of 
happiness and respite from the 
difficult routine of treatments, 
and increase the children’s 
enjoyment of life, with the hope 
of giving them the strength they 
need to deal with the disease.

We support the pediatric 
oncology departments in Israeli 
hospitals by improving the quality 
of medical care, purchasing 
advanced medical equipment, 
improving hospitalization 
conditions, financing drugs and 
treatments not included in the 
State health services, funding 
additional social and medical 
team positions, building activity 
rooms for children, and more.

We work to increase public 
awareness and improve legislation 
regarding the rights of children 
to receive the best treatment 
and medications, as well as invest 
in education and in gathering 
information on the disease and 
the challenges it poses. We also 
offer children in recovery the 
opportunity to participate in 
long-term, empowering processes 
that facilitate their return to their 
regular, routine lives.
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Our pleasurable activities provide children and their families 
with moments of respite from the difficult routine of 
treatments, hopefully giving them the necessary strength to 
deal with cancer and the many challenges it involves. These 
activities include: support from mentors and volunteers, 
memorable activities in Israel and abroad, empowerment 
vacations for parents and families, , one day activities, and 
more. The purpose of these activities is to boost the sense of 
physical and emotional capabilities of the children and their 
families and to strengthen their family units.

HAPPINESS

  The Dream Trips to Orlando and 
Los Angeles, USA
Twice a year, groups of children with cancer, accompanied by 
medical and social teams, fly to the United States for a memorable 
two weeks in Orlando, Florida or Los Angeles. The trips are 
enjoyable, enriching and strengthen the children, who are at 
various stages of coping with cancer. The children are given the 
opportunity to spend time with their peers who are in similar 
situations, and restore their strength to cope with the challenges of 
treatments they’re facing or with the challenges of recovery.

Orlando
The trip to Orlando includes: visits to all the Disney parks, the 
Magic Kingdom and Universal Studios, the Arabian Nights 
show, tours of NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, Epcot, SeaWorld, 
and other attractions.

Los Angeles
During the trip to Los Angeles, the children enjoy visits to 
Universal Studios, the Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Disneyland, 
and SeaWorld in San Diego. In addition, they are hosted at a 
gala evening held in their honor by the Larger than Life friends 
organization in Los Angeles.



 6 | 7

  The Larger Than Life Summer Camp
Our annual summer camp is attended by some 150 children 
with cancer, aged 7 to 17, from all around the country. The 
children stay at a beach resort hotel for a week, and spend 
time enjoying sports, sailing, workshops, trips, parties, shows 
and more. The participants are accompanied by a medical and 
social team as well as camp counselors - young volunteers 
who have recovered from cancer and who are a source of 
inspiration for the children still battling with cancer. In addition 
to the many fun and joyful activities, we also focus on helping 
the children boost their self-confidence and body image, 
feelings of capability and empowerment, independence, social 
skills and acceptance of others.

  Summer Camp for Toddlers 
This unique Larger for Life summer camp is intended for 
children ages 6 month to 7 years old and their families. The 
camp is held in a beach resort hotel, allowing the entire family 
to enjoy a respite from treatments and quality time together, to 
strengthen their family units. The participants are accompanied 
by a medical staff and camp counselors. During the camp, 
the children and their families enjoy a multitude of pleasant 
activities. In addition, there are professional lectures and 
workshops for parents on a variety of relevant subjects, while 
the children spend time under the supervision of a babysitter.
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  Support and Empowerment Getaway 
Vacations for Mothers and for Fathers
The parents are often trying to juggle the needs of their sick child 
in tandem with siblings, work and other commitments, in the 
shadow of the fear of losing their child. In order to provide the 
mothers and fathers with a break and a rest, every year we have 
separate getaways for one hundred fathers and one hundred 
mothers around the country. During these retreats, the fathers 
and the mothers enjoy trips, lectures, supportive and enriching 
workshops, pampering treatments, luxury hotel accommodation, 
a chance to renew their strength and to share their thoughts and 
feelings with other fathers and mothers of children with cancer.

  Healing Vacations for Families
During the year, Larger than Life organizes 
five family vacations in Eilat, attended by 
hundreds of children with cancer and their 
families. The children and their families get 
to enjoy a break from the hospital routine, 
have a rest from treatments, and enjoy 
quality time to strengthen their family unit. 
The healing vacations for the Larger than 
Life families includes all-inclusive hotel 
accommodation, flights and entrance fees 
to the best attractions the city has to offer.

  The Purim Carnival Smiling Train
Every year, on Purim, we invite 800 children with cancer and their 
families to a party we hold on a special train, in collaboration 
with Israel Railways. The passengers are joined by clowns, make-
up artists, singers, performers, artists and more. Everyone on the 
train enjoys a big and festive Purim party, including lunch, fun 
activities and wonderfully fun performances.

  Passover and Sukkot Events
Larger-than-Life holds annually two community events for the 
organization’s children, families and volunteers. The events' 
participants enjoy a variety of fun activities, games, extreme 
sports, performances and more. This is an excellent opportunity 
for families to escape the routine of treatments and to spend 
time together outside the hospital.

  One Day Activities and Outings
Throughout the year, we hold a variety of activities for the 
enjoyment and delight of the children with cancer and their 
families, including: trips to different parts of the country, 
performances, workshops at hospitals, an end-of-summer party, 
unique fun days, family holiday events, enriching lectures, the 
fulfillment of individual dreams, shows and more.
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  "Gamani" - Me Too | the Larger Than Life Program for Teens
Gamani is a special program to help ninth to twelfth graders cope with cancer 
through all the stages of the disease, and to meet the unique needs they face at 
each stage. The program was developed from an understanding of the true lack 
in ongoing support for adolescents with cancer.
After diagnosis, children with cancer and their families begin a new course in 
life, in which all the family’s physical, psychological and economic resources are 
directed to the child with cancer’s recovery and welfare, and to coping with the 
child’s illness. Teens have to deal with regular, normative issues of adolescence, as 
well as their unique needs and problems resulting from their illness.

The program aims to bring together youths who are struggling with cancer 
and to create a social support group based on a sense of sharing and a mutual 
support system. Activities within the framework of this group are intended 
to increase the youths’ ability to cope with their emotional aspects, to create 
empowerment processes through various activities, provide them with emotional 
support from adult cancer survivors, and more.

The meetings are held once a month, mostly while staying at a guesthouse, 
during which the youths deal with a wide range of topics through a variety 
of unifying and enjoyable activities. These activities take place around three 
relevant circles: the personal circle - guidance in dealing with the disease and 
healing from an emotional and social aspect; the group circle - active group 
building and creating shared memories; and the moral circle - dealing with 
matters relating to youths and their unique characteristics.

  Returning to Life | An Annual Empowerment Process for 
Young Adults Recovering from Cancer
According to estimates published by the Ministry of Health in 2011, every year 
some 1,000 young Israelis aged 18-30 are diagnosed with cancer. The disease 
confronts these young cancer patients with existential fears that undermine their 
confidence in their bodies, in their futures, and in their relationships with others. 
After their physical recovery, these youngsters need to recover emotionally too, 
so they can have a smooth transition from adolescence to adulthood.

The aim of this program, which combines support meetings and field activities, 
is to support and guide the youngsters recovering from cancer after they’ve 
completed treatment, through an annual series of guidance sessions, trips, 
enrichment and empowerment workshops. These activities are designed to enable 
participants to form their own personal vision and way of life, to grant those 
interested the opportunity to get involved in their communities, join the army or 
begin academic studies. The program also aims to boost the participants’ faith in 
their bodies and souls, and encourage them to volunteer to help young children 
in their recovery. During the long-term annual program, an emphasis is placed 
on self-confidence and body image, capability-building and empowerment, 
independence, social skills and acceptance of others - all aimed at facilitating the 
participants’ return to regular life and share the normal lives of their peers. 
The peak activity of the process is a challenging trip on sail boats in the 
Netherlands’ North Sea. During the trip, the participants sail the boat 
themselves, determine daily activities from lifting sails to cooking meals, and 
participate in daily support sessions.
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In order to enable the children to receive the best medical care 
that meets their needs, we work to improve the quality of care 
and hospitalization conditions in the relevant departments. 
Our activities include: purchasing medical equipment and 
instruments, renovating wards, supporting medical staff of 
the children’s oncology departments and providing individual 
assistance to families experiencing difficulties due to their 
children’s hospitalization.

HEALTH

 Individual Support for Children with Cancer 
and Their Families
Children with cancer and their families cope with many challenges 
in their long hospitalizations and treatments period. Due to our 
familiarity with the difficulty of coping with these challenges, Larger 
than Life has coordinators available at the different hospitals across 
the country, in order to help the children and their families as 
much as possible. The coordinators assist the families in a variety of 
areas, including: requests for medical and financial support, fulfilling 
wishes - special gifts for special occasions (birthdays, the end of a 
long hospitalization, etc.), in producing fun day events at hospitals 
and more - all providing a sympathetic ear and a shoulder to lean 
on. In addition, Larger than Life helps families who do not own 
cars get to the hospitals for treatments, based on the requests 
from the support coordinators and the hospitals’ social workers.

  Health Fund for Financing Drugs, Medical 
Equipment and Treatments Not Included in 
the Israeli Health Service Basket
Larger-than-Life holds annually two community events for the 
organization’s children, families and volunteers. The events' 
participants enjoy a variety of fun activities, games, extreme 
sports, performances and more. This is an excellent opportunity 
for families to escape the routine of treatments and to spend 
time together outside the hospital.

 Transportations to Hospital 
Treatments
Larger than Life offers families that do not 
have a car, free transportation according 
to social workers referrals to their children 
that can attend promptly and comfortably 
treatments in hospitals.  
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  The Fund 
for Humanitarian 
Economic Assistance
This fund is intended to 
provide humanitarian 
financial urgent assistance in 
fields not necessarily directly 
related to treatments, and 
to help children and their 
families cope simultaneously 
with cancer and severe 
economic distress.

  Support Children 
Oncology Wards at 
Hospitals
A lack of advanced equipment 
makes it difficult for medical staff to 
deal with the needs of children with 
cancer and their families. Larger 
than Life helps to improve hospital 
conditions by donating advanced 
medical equipment, additional staff 
positions and more which enable 
the medical staff to provide the 
children with better treatment.

  TPsychological Treatment 
for the Children and Their 
Families
When most families enter the cancer 
circle, they experience emotional 
difficulty when dealing with their 
child's diagnoses. In addition, they 
need to support the sick child and 
other family members. Larger-than-
Life offers the sick children and their 
families, psychological treatments from 
specialists with a variety of approaches, 
all over the country.

  Support-Groups for Parents
Support-groups help parents cope with the difficulties they face during treatment 
periods, strengthen their relationships within the family and between the parents, 
cope with the routine of hospitalizations and treatments, return to their regular 
lives, and more. The matters that the support groups deal with, under the 
guidance of professional group-facilitators, arise from the shared needs of the 
participants, in a supportive atmosphere of empathy, sharing and understanding.
The dynamics formed within the support group lead to empowerment and 
collaboration. The process provides all the participants with the social space 
necessary for dealing with difficult times. Participants receive the tools they 
need without judgement and the ability to learn and internalize the skills 
that help to cope with difficulties.

  Funding the operation of an innovative Cancer 
research lab at Sheba Medical Center's pediatric ward
To ensure that children with Cancer receive the best possible care, Larger-than-
Life finds one of the most innovative research of experimental drugs at Sheba 
Medical Center. It funded the establishment of a unique lab 10 years ago at 
the hospital and is covering its operation costs since then. The lab focuses on 
research of children's malignant tumors aiming on matching personal medical 
treatment to each child outside the standard medical protocol.
In addition, in cases of recurrence of Cancer ib children, the research lab 
identifies Cancer cells on a personal level and in finding the appropriate 
specific drug to destroy those cancerous cells of each of the children.
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Larger than Life aims to provide hope and promote long-
term change in the lives of children with cancer, their families 
and the communities in which they live. In these capacity, its 
activities focus on family and personal strength, increasing 
public awareness of the day-to-day difficulties the children 
and their close ones have to deal with, providing up-to-date 
information to families about their rights to receive the best 
treatment and drugs, and creating a public debate that will 
lead to changes in policy regarding the rights of children with 
cancer and their parents, have the necessary treatments and 
drugs  be included in the Health Service Basket and more.

HOPE

Enhancing Public Awareness and Policy Changes
We are enhancing public awareness to the difficulties the 
children and their families face on a daily basis by:

 Promoting the issue and its challenged in the different media outlets.
 Increace the dialog with leading public awareness decision makers. 
 Struggling for policy changes to improve hospitalization's

  conditions in the Israeli oncology wards.
 Expending medications' spectrum and included in the State health

  basket for children.
 Improving the bureaucracy and social conditions cancer patients

  and their families need to face.

In addition, we conduct PR campaigns to raise funds for children 
in need of special medications and treatments in Israel and abroad 
which not included in the Health State services. 
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The Dream Is Coming True
The ultimate educational goal of the Kindergarten of Dreams is to enable 
every child to have a diverse and happy childhood experience while reducing 
the gap between them and their peers. The educational center strives to bring 
change to the worlds of children recovering from cancer by changing their 
quality of life, developing therapeutic educational services, raising awareness 
in the community and finding more partners to achieve our goals.
The early childhood program includes instilling educational programs, 
according to the regular educational program, psychological and 
developmental support, and a variety of medical and rehabilitation treatments, 
with an emphasis on parental and family involvement.

Coming Soon: Kindergarten of Dreams Network across 
the Country
In light of our experience in founding and in the ongoing operation of 
the Kindergarten of Dreams, currently the only educational center for 
children recovering from cancer in Israel, Larger than Life aims to establish 
a nationwide network of Dreams early childhood educational centers near 
hospitals with pediatric oncology departments.
Like the Kindergarten of Dreams in Kfar Azar, these preschools will be 
equipped with suitable air conditioning systems, planned in accordance with 
hospital sterile room characteristics, and painted with antibacterial paint, 
in order to enable children with cancer across the country to also enjoy a 
normative preschool experience.

World's First Educational Center for Children with Cancer
Every year, there are over 1,000 children fighting cancer in Israel. This includes 
about 200 who are preschoolers, which 130 live in the central region. 
Many parents of children with cancer are forced to give up their jobs to care for 
their children, since until now, there has been no organized system providing a 
suitable solution to the medical, educational-social, psychological, developmental 
and emotional needs of preschool age children with cancer while they are at 
home - outside the hospitals and during their hospitalizations. 

On September 22, 2014, Larger Than Life opened the world first early childhood 
educational center - the Kindergarten of Dreams for children with cancer. The 
center was built in an area allocated by the Ramat Gan municipality, in the center 
of Kfar Azar, less than a kilometer from the entrance to Sheba Medical Center. The 
preschool center is also accessible from Dana-Dwek Children's Hospital at the Tel 
Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, and from the Shneider Children’s Medical Center at 
the Rabin Medical Center.

The early childhood educational center is unique due to its special air conditioning 
systems that maintain a high level of sterility. It was constructed with the 
characteristics of a huge hospital isolation room, the walls are painted with 
antibacterial paint, the shading, special glass and other components - all enable 
children with weak immune systems to have a normative preschool experience.

The Kindergarten of Dreams
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Happiness

Health

Hope

Kindergarten of Dreams

Administration

Marketing, fundraising and advertising

The % of children 
participating in the activities

the total number of children 
treated by the organization 
since its inception 

Total number of participation 
in our activities including 
families in 2015

The parentage of average 
participation in our events 
of children in our records 

 Total number of children 
participating in our 
activities in 2015

Larger than Life expenses according to the different ranges 
of activities in Million Shekel for the years 2004-2015

The numbers of children who participated 
in our Israeli programs out of the total 
number of children in our records at 2015.

Larger than Life withdrew 
from a crisis strategy to a 
development and growth 
strategy that manifested 
for example in establishing 
the Health Fund and the 
Board of Trustees.

Opening the world first 
Kindergarten of Dreams 
for children with cancer. 

Ranges of Activities

What do you see on the map?

 A Decade of Development and ProgressThe Children's Delight 
is Speaking in Numbers

2008

2014

Bnei Zion
Rambam

Haemek

Schneider- 
Beilinson

Shaare 
ZedekHadassah 

Ein Kerem

Soroka

Dana- Ichilov

Safra Tel Hashomer
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Board of Directors Board of Trustees

General Assembly 
Members

Ms. Geula (Guli) Keshet
Dr. Nadir Gahnam
Ms. Jennie Dovri
Ms. Shlomit Ya'akobi
Mr. David Lev

Dalia Schtenzler
Shron Eilon
Yafa Efrati
Abrasha Burstyn
Arye Bahar
Attorney Chen Bahar
Eliran Bardugo
Yosi Bar Natan
Cloude Brightman
Hasida Danai
Amir Dror
Roli Hogen CPA
Larry Weller
Dorit Wertheim
Gali Zilbrstein
Shosh Tikotzki
Attorney Michael Yavin
Attorney Eldad Koresh
Yossi and Michal Moldowsky
Arye Mintkevitch
Ruth and Shmuel Mendezitsky
Yossi Srodi

Shuki Albuher
Rachel Bahari
Israel Bibi
Zvika Goldface
Irit Dolov
Omer Dolev
Sharon Heler
Yigal Veder
Ofer Amar
Merav Peleg
Tidhar Peled
Brigitte Shmueli

(By alphabetical order) (By alphabetical order)

(By alphabetical order)

Udi Anfi
Ofer Peri
Yaron Krisi
Elioz Rabin
Yossi Rozen
Eran Rozen
Bernard Raskin
Tzipi Shavit
Anita Shor
Ataliya Schmeltzer
Eli Sha'arabani
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